
Scripture Passages for Reflection and Discussion 

2 Corinthians 5:17-20 
17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away; 
see, everything has become new!  18 All 
this is from God, who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ, and has given us 
the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in 
Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting the message 
of reconciliation to us.  20 So we are 
ambassadors for Christ, since God is 
making his appeal through us; we entreat 
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God. 

Ephesians 4:1-3 
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg 
you to lead a life worthy of the calling to 
which you have been called, 2 with all 
humility and gentleness, with patience, 
bearing with one another in love, 3 
making every effort to maintain the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

Ephesians 4:11-13 
The gifts he gave were that some would be 
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
some pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the 
saints for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ, 13 until all 
of us come to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to 
maturity, to the measure of the full stature 
of Christ. 

Philippians 2:5-11 
5 Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with 
God as something to be exploited, 7 but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave, being born in human likeness.  And 
being found in human form, 8 he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point 
of death – even death on a cross.  9 
Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name that is above every 
name 10 so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bend, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, 11 and every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. 

1 Thessalonians 5:15-22 
15 See that none of you repays evil for 
evil, but always seek to do good to one 
another and to all.  16 Rejoice always, 17 
pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you.  19 Do not quench 
the Spirit.  20 Do not despise the words if 
prophets, 21 but test everything; hold fast 
to what is good; 22 abstain from every 
form of evil. 
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